
Joint Protocol for dealing with Air Quality and our Football Games 

This protocol will apply to both GSL Varsity and Sub-Varsity football games when Air Quality is an issue.  

District 7 Schools will follow this protocol as well. 

Monitoring Air Quality Index responsibilities:  At Albi, GSL Director Herb Rotchford will monitor or 

designate who will monitor.  At other sites, the host school’s Athletic Director will monitor.  The GSL 

preferred website is the Spokane Regional Clean Air Authority, spokanecleanair.org.  District 7 schools 

further from Spokane who have adopted this protocol for their use may have a better monitoring 

website for their area.  This does not preclude the visiting team’s representatives from also monitoring 

or the officials from also monitoring during a time out or recognized break in the game. 

Prior to the game, in addition to the regular separate meeting the crew has with the two head coaches, 

a joint meeting should be held to discuss the air quality situation and to make sure that the officials and 

team representatives are on the same page as to how the Air Quality situation is to be handled. 

General Rule for decision to start or stop/suspend the game:  If the most recent, including an update 

during the game, AQI index reading is 150 or higher, the contest should not be started or play should be 

suspended.   

Exception to General Rule:  In a case in which the AQI does not seem to accurately reflect the actual air 

quality at the site – whether better or worse than the reading -- the host school’s AD or his/her 

representative will have final decision (or Herb at Albi), but will consult both head coaches and the 

officials in a joint meeting.  Pertinent information should be considered from available resources such as 

team doctors or athletic trainers.  Assistant coaches may have input through the head coach about how 

the players they work most directly with are reacting or not reacting.  How close the most current AQI 

reading is to 150 may be relevant to the decision to start, stop or continue the game. 

District 7 exception to AQI:  Some School Districts in District 7 may adopt a lower AQI to 130.  The head 

coaches of the home and visiting teams are responsible to know the standard for their school district. 

Further Guidance:  Coaches, trainers, and officials should be extra vigilant regarding the players when a 

game is being played when started with a “marginal” AQI index (perhaps 101-149?) or under the 

exception to the general rule, just as we all are when a game is played in extraordinary heat and/or 

humidity.  Trainers and assistant coaches should alert their head coach about any observations they 

make about players that cause concern.  Coughing, watery eyes, reported headaches, and other such 

symptoms would be cause to pause the game and consult as to advisability of continuing. 

Suspended games:  The GSL does not require that a suspended sub-varsity or non-league varsity game 

be played to completion at a later date.  Other leagues may have a different policy.  Unless both head 

coaches in a non-league or sub-varsity game express the desire to play a suspended game to completion 

– and they should be asked – officials can assume that the game will not be resumed at a later date.  

(NOTE:  Even if both head coaches want to continue the game at a later date, their Athletic Directors will 

have the final say.)   



IF a game is suspended with the possible result that it will continue from the point of interruption on a 

later date, the crew of officials should record the following information:  Quarter, time on the game 

clock, down, distance, placement of the chain clip on what yard line, and where the ball was in relation 

to the side lines – as the offense sees it, right or left hash or right or left upright.  (If only a short distance 

to move the ball to a hash or to an upright or to the exact middle of the field, crew may choose to do 

so.)  The score and time out situation should be recorded.  Second-half choices, such as a deferral, 

should be recorded.  Any Unsportsmanlike Penalties should be recorded.  All foregoing information 

ideally would be given to representatives from both schools at the game site before the crew departs, 

and must be sent to the assigner so he can assure that the crew that handles the resumption of the 

game, IF RESUMED, has all the relevant information needed to do so.  

 

 

 


